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Easington Colliery

A walk to Beacon Hill...

...with stunning coastal views
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For information on getting to the

coast using public transport,
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Easington Colliery, 1920s Sinkers’ Huts 1910 Easington Colliery miners, 1920
(where Ascot Street now stands)
Mr. Humfries in his allotment

Introduction

The Village of Easington Colliery was built at the it was dumped directly on to the

beginning of the 20th century specifically to house sea. Nature has reclaimed the

miners and their families. The colliery opened in 1899 area and now hosts an array of

but didn’t start producing coal until 1910. A disaster in flora and fauna.

1951 claimed the lives of 83 men. The colliery closed

in 1993. A timeline can be seen leading up to a pit The streets in Easington Colliery were

cage just to the north of the car park. This is an original used in scenes from the film Billy Elliott.

pit cage and was used to carry men down into the

mine to work on the various coal seams. The walk provides some stunning views of the coast
and on a clear day the hills of North Yorkshire can be

An aerial ropeway carried spoil from the colliery where seen to the south and Sunderland to the north.

Preparing for the walk Starting point

Please take care on this walk. It is advisable to wear Start/finish: Easington Colliery car park,

walking shoes/boots as the routes could become muddy Seaside Lane (signposted from road).

in places. Be prepared for changing weather conditions

and wear or carry appropriate clothing and a map. Gridireference;NZ439441

Length: Approximately 4 miles / 6 km
Our coastal village walk leaflets have been designed as a

guide to help you in your discovery and exploration of the Time: Approximately 2 hours
East Durham Coast with routes linked to the Durham
Coastal Path.



The Countryside Code
Respect, protect, enjoy!

Respect other people

® Consider the local community and other
people enjoying the outdoors.

® |eave gates and property as you find
them and follow paths unless wider
access is available.

Protect the natural environment

® |eave no trace of your visit and take your
litter home.

® Keep dogs under effective control

Enjoy the outdoors
® Plan ahead and be prepared.
® Follow advice and local signs.




the crossing point.

0 After climbing the steps and stile in front you
will come to a field. Continue uphill through
gorse bushes. Look out for the stile on the
right, cross over the stile, turn right and go

junction, carry straight over a stile (ignoring
the left and right tracks). Keep the hedge
line on the left and cross over two more
stiles. You will enter a field. Continue
forward and look out for the gap in the
hedge opposite.
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opening on your left, ignore this and continue straight on.
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e Starting from the car park, walk towards the of this hazardous part of the coastline. ° o ¢ ..'
railway bridge on your right and join the Follow the fence on your right and continue P ® ...
coastal footpath. Pass underneath the up to the triangulation point. Rare breed Y .:
bridge, ignore the first left, and take the cattle are kept in this area, which can make ® Y 1 .:
second left, crossing a gully then continue it muddy in places. There are excellent °® °
. [ ) [ 8
northwards along the path. views of the coast from here and a good [ ° LIS .
place to stop for a break. 0 eccoo0o0000® ° S
0 From here there are excellent views of the Petwell Lane P S
rugged coastl'i.ne‘ cuﬁ ‘t.op.grasslands and the Continue a short distance northwards, Y °
shoreline. This area with its variety of distinct then turn left and go through the gate next [ ..'
environment. .. ..«oo « ./ealth of habitats to the barn. There are good views of ) .:
and natural resources for wildlife. Beacon Hawthorn Dene and Hawthorn Quarry from ® Cemetery ﬂ o,
Hill can also be seen in the distance, this is here. About %2 mile down the lane there is a o °o® ® o0 o .:
the highest point on the Durham coast. track to the left, ignore this and continue o ®eo o PP [ ] ¢ °® 0. o .:..
Beacon Hill was formed during the Permian ahead. As you walk between the fields you o0 ® :
period (295-250 million years ago) as part of will notice a number of surrounding farms. ®e
the barrier reef along the Zechstein Sea. Agriculture was an important part of the e
Follow the footpath sign through a gate on Durham coast even though the production of ':
the left and cross a field. Continue north coal has largely dominated the area’s ®eoe
through a gate in the corner of the field. economy from the 19th century. Most of the Voo
farms surrounding Easington Colliery were eee®’
0 The path follows the railway line on the left. established in the 18th century. eo®’ coy o
Just before a metal field gate and opposite a lo , 1% , 1km| ,' o’ ,’
National Trust sign cross the railway line at At the end of the path you will come to a tee’ ¢ s

allotments on the right. You will eventually reach a

The paths in this section of the walk are indistinct having
been ploughed over.

junction onto Holmhill Lane. Cross over this road and
walk straight ahead, following the path alongside the
cemetery. Turn left at the end onto Crawlaw Road past
the cemetery gates on the left. In the cemetery, there is a
memorial to the miners who died in the 1951 disaster; a
communal grave was created for the miners

who died.

through a gate. It is believed that fires were
lit as a beacon point to warn of impending
invasion or attack, or to warn returning ships

Turn left following the field boundary line

around to the right. You will come to an 0 Cross over the remains of another stile keeping to the
hedge on your left under the power lines, follow the path
around to the left and then turn right through the field
entrance onto Petwell Lane, look out for Hedge Sparrows,
Wrens and Kestrels along this section. Take a left on
reaching the metalled road. Continue towards the coast
past White Gates farm on the left. Keep walking until the
end of the road where there are allotments and a row of

houses.

Continue along Crawlaw Road with housing on the right
and allotment gardens to the left. At the end of the road,
you will see the car park and an open green space, this is
the site where Easington Colliery once stood. From here
continue towards the sea to return to the car park from
where the walk began.

o Turn right down this road keeping houses to the left and




County Hall
Durham
DH1 5UQ

Telephone: 03000 268 131

E-mail: heritagecoast@durham.gov.uk

Visit: www.durhamheritagecoast.org
www.thisisdurham.com

Sunderland Tourist Information Centre (0191) 553 2000
Hartlepool Tourist Information Centre (01429) 523 408

We have a number of village walks leaflets to download
from our website. They are in PDF format but are also
compatible to be read through the BLIO App on
smartphones and tablets.
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