
Exploring the lake and shore
There’s plenty to do here!

Multi-user paths lead you to Millshield picnic area on the
north shore, or to Pow Hill Country Park on the south shore.
You can find out more about the reservoir, its wildlife and its
history as you go, on foot or by bike. Cyclists can make a
longer circular route around the reservoir by combining the
shore path with local roads.  

The reservoir is stocked with trout and attracts thousands of
anglers every year. Call in at the visitor centre for a permit. 

A sailing club, for members only, is based on the north shore.

A bird hide overlooks the nature reserve at the western end of
the reservoir. For a closer look at the wildlife there, call in to
the visitor centre for a key.

Or, if you don’t fancy doing anything much, there are lots of quiet
places dotted around the lake to rest, relax, have a picnic and just
enjoy the views... Look at the map overleaf and take your pick!

How to get here
Weardale Motors 773 service from Consett to Pow Hill Country
Park runs twice a day Monday-Friday. 
For more information telephone Traveline 0871 2002233.
Sat Nav users: DH8 9TT gets you close to the visitor centre.

Derwent lies within the North Pennines Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty and, after Kielder,
is the second largest reservoir in the region. 
It supplies 28 million gallons (127 million litres)
of water every day to the homes and industries
of much of Wearside and South Tyneside. 

Mire and bog
On the south side of the reservoir a series of burns get bogged
down on their way to the reservoir. Look for these wet areas, or
‘mires’, at Pow Hill Country Park. We use dams and sluices to hold
the water back and keep these areas damp.

Flowery heath
Heath bedstraw, foxgloves and dog violet live amongst dwarf
shrubs like heather and bilberry on the sloping heath above the
reservoir. A low level of grazing is the best treatment to keep these
areas in good condition.

Antique grasslands
The most important areas for wildlife are often those which have
been left undisturbed or managed in the same way for a long time.
Our oldest pastures, which show the characteristic rig and furrow
pattern of medieval cultivation, are the best places to find plant
rarities. A rich variety of grassland fungi such as waxcaps and
earth tongues feed on the decaying matter beneath.

Fertiliser has a big impact on the wildlife in a grassland.  When a
field is fertilised a few, more competitive, species of plants do very
well at the expense of most others. Plant diversity declines and so
does the variety of insects and bugs feeding on them.  

No artificial fertiliser has been applied to the grasslands around the
reservoir for decades – some have never been ‘improved’ in this way.
These unimproved grasslands are the richest in wildlife.

Working together
Derwent Reservoir, its shoreline and the land immediately
surrounding it is looked after by Northumbrian Water. Some of the
recent access and wildlife conservation work featured in this leaflet
is the result of a collaboration between Northumbrian Water and
the North Pennines AONB Partnership through its Living North
Pennines Project.

Find out more
For more information about the North Pennines AONB and the
natural and local history of Derwent Reservoir, including video and
audio downloads, check out our website: www.northpennines.org.uk

Grazing – the key to conservation
The right amount and type of grazing is important for the
conservation of grassland and heaths. Too much grazing and
flowering plants are unable to set seed and reproduce. Too little
grazing and the flowery heaths and meadows become overgrown
with coarse grasses and rushes or bracken and scrub, and
eventually woodland.

Here we use Exmoor ponies and Soay sheep, both native breeds
which are extremely hardy. Exmoor ponies graze the wet grassland
areas at Carricks where they come into their own controlling the
spread of rushes. The Soay sheep at Pow Hill help to control the
bracken and restore the heathland. As they also need wood in their
diets, Soays help control the spread of scrub.

Looking after wildlife
The land surrounding the reservoir is looked after to safeguard the wildlife which finds a home here. As you
follow the shore paths you will pass through old pastures, damp grasslands and dry heaths. All of these
habitats are increasingly rare in the wider countryside and support declining and threatened wildlife.

Soay sheep grazing the heathland at Pow Hill.

Golden spindles, a
type of earth tongue
fungus found in our
oldest pastures.

Meadow flowers in
Millshield pasture.

At Pow Hill you can find unusual
plants like lesser skullcap (below)
or the starry yellow flowers of
the bog asphodel (right).
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Bracken control: to help our Soay sheep we
cut the bracken twice a year.
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Derwent Reservoir
Walks, rides and wildlife

The North Pennines is one of England’s most special places – 
a peaceful, unspoilt landscape with a rich history and vibrant 
natural beauty. In recognition of this it is designated as an 
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). The area is also a 
Global Geopark – an accolade endorsed by UNESCO.

Walk or cycle along the multi-user path around the shores 
of Derwent Reservoir and find out more about its wildlife. 

North Pennines AONB Partnership
www.northpennines.org.uk
+44 (0)1388 528801
info@northpenninesaonb.org.uk

NorthPenninesAONB
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Welcome to 
Derwent Reservoir...
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