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The North Pennines is one of England’s most special places - De rwe nt Res e rv0i r

a peaceful, unspoilt landscape with a rich history and vibrant
natural beauty. In recognition of this it is designated as an

Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). The area is also a Walks ri d es an d Wil d I ife
’

Global Geopark - an accolade endorsed by UNESCO.

Walk or cycle along the multi-user path around the shores
of Derwent Reservoir and find out more about its wildlife.

Derwent lies within the North Pennines Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty and, after Kielder,
is the second largest reservoir in the region. North Pennines AONB Partnership

ﬂ NorthPenninesAONB

q e e : www.northpennines.org.uk 7 @NorthPennAONB
It supplies 28 million gallons (127 mll!lon I|tr_es) +44 (01388 528801 88 corthpencines
of water every day to the homes and industries info@northpenninesaonb.org.uk @ northpennaonb

of much of Wearside and South Tyneside.

The AONB Partnership has a Green G B
Tourism award for its corporate office recycie

Exploring the lake and shore
There’s plenty to do here!
Multi-user paths lead you to Millshield picnic area on the

north shore, or to Pow Hill Country Park on the south shore. Please ask us if you would like this document
You can find out more about the reservoir, its wildlife and its summarised in another format.
history as you go, on foot or by bike. Cyclists can make a
I(;lnger ciiﬁulqihr?utelaroznd the reservoir by combining the info@northpenninesaonb.org.uk
shore path with local roads.
P 01388 528801

The reservoir is stocked with trout and attracts thousands of
anglers every year. Call in at the visitor centre for a permit.

Braille Audio AAA 'I-,?rgf

m A sailing club, for members only, is based on the north shore.

A bird hide overlooks the nature reserve at the western end of
the reservoir. For a closer look at the wildlife there, call in to
the visitor centre for a key.

Or, if you don’t fancy doing anything much, there are lots of quiet

places dotted around the lake to rest, relax, have a picnic and just
enjoy the views... Look at the map overleaf and take your pick!

This publication has been funded by:

How to get here "o
Weardale Motors 773 service from Consett to Pow Hill Country MNORTHUMBRIAMN @
Park runs twice a day Monday-Friday. % WATER

For more information telephone Traveline 0871 2002233.
Sat Nav users: DH8 9TT gets you close to the visitor centre.

r@ge\ Landsca pES NORTH PENNINES

lottery fund H One of the
LOTTERY FUNDED for !’!E?k AONB family

02/13/10K

Looking after wildlife

The land surrounding the reservoir is looked after to safeguard the wildlife which finds a home here. As you
follow the shore paths you will pass through old pastures, damp grasslands and dry heaths. All of these
habitats are increasingly rare in the wider countryside and support declining and threatened wildlife.

Antique grasslands Mire and bog

The most important areas for wildlife are often those which have On the south side of the reservoir a series of burns get bogged
been left undisturbed or managed in the same way for a long time. down on their way to the reservoir. Look for these wet areas, or
Our oldest pastures, which show the characteristic rig and furrow ‘mires’, at Pow Hill Country Park. We use dams and sluices to hold
pattern of medieval cultivation, are the best places to find plant the water back and keep these areas damp.

rarities. A rich variety of grassland fungi such as waxcaps and

earth tongues feed on the decaying matter beneath. At Pow Hill you can find unusual

plants like lesser skullcap (below)
or the starry yellow flowers of
the bog asphodel (right).
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Fertiliser has a big impact on the wildlife in a grassland. When a
field is fertilised a few, more competitive, species of plants do very
well at the expense of most others. Plant diversity declines and so
does the variety of insects and bugs feeding on them.

© NPAP/A Lees

Soay sheep grazing the heathland at Pow Hill.
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Grazing - the key to conservation

The right amount and type of grazing is important for the
conservation of grassland and heaths. Too much grazing and
flowering plants are unable to set seed and reproduce. Too little
grazing and the flowery heaths and meadows become overgrown
with coarse grasses and rushes or bracken and scrub, and
eventually woodland.

No artificial fertiliser has been applied to the grasslands around the
reservoir for decades - some have never been ‘improved” in this way.
These unimproved grasslands are the richest in wildlife.

AeTon Apuy @

FIowery heath Here we use Exmoor ponies and Soay sheep, both native breeds
which are extremely hardy. Exmoor ponies graze the wet grassland
areas at Carricks where they come into their own controlling the
spread of rushes. The Soay sheep at Pow Hill help to control the
bracken and restore the heathland. As they also need wood in their
diets, Soays help control the spread of scrub.

Heath bedstraw, foxgloves and dog violet live amongst dwarf
shrubs like heather and bilberry on the sloping heath above the
reservoir. A low level of grazing is the best treatment to keep these
areas in good condition.

Golden spindles, a
type of earth tongue
fungus found in our
oldest pastures.

Working together

Derwent Reservoir, its shoreline and the land immediately
surrounding it is looked after by Northumbrian Water. Some of the
recent access and wildlife conservation work featured in this leaflet
is the result of a collaboration between Northumbrian Water and
the North Pennines AONB Partnership through its Living North
Pennines Project.

$997V/dVdN @

Find out more
For more information about the North Pennines AONB and the
natural and local history of Derwent Reservoir, including video and

audio downloads, check out our website: www.northpennines.org,uk Bracken control: to help our Soay sheep we
cut the bracken twice a year.
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Meadow flowers in
Millshield pasture.

$397V/dVdN @



Joded pajoAdal 94001 € ‘00 L U000 UO Pajulld

YILVM fy

NVIIdWNHLYON .q

9820 SS 1 S#30 |80 JO XdSeJioAIasal
-JUIMIP /2UNSID] /AWOY-INOA /5N"00" UMMM :)ISIA

musuiysyoSo D Suysymu |
:JOPIM| pUB 300q32e
UO SN MOJ|0} ‘SM3U }S)e| PUE UONEWJOJUl SJ0W JO4

ped QAISSIWID] = == o e
KemAq - Aem JO IS OI|qNY == mm m =m
Aemalpuiq - Aem Jo W3 Ol|QNd = = = = =
ylediooy - Aem JoySuolqnd =====
(umoys yred Jo uond3s UO .
JuoipesS “xew yym) yed Jasn-ninpy wvmm WPI‘I%

's910A21q pue sa133nq ‘sJieyoysnd
‘sJIeyd[9ayMm Joy 9|qenns si ‘syualpes3 opuas pue
20BN Jey “Joyieam-||e s) yum ‘yred Jasn-pjnw, sy

S$3)JN0J SSIY

qnpo Suijes
Jloasasay Juamiad i

and [

3ed

apy piig [

eaJe oluold =

eaje oludld [ Aafeq [d]
19101 911and [T} sjali0) dljand [}

Suluado |euoseas Jeak |le uado '
sanijioe} 0} Ay

sowi Suwado 1oy 0SZSSZ £0T L0 2UOYd dsay
H_E._oa wc__._w_u— B \A:n_ 0S|e UeD NOA "S}oaMS pue sweatd

991 ‘SyuLIP 10y ‘SUIYI0[D JOOPINO SE [|IM SE SI0SSIIIE.
3uiysiy Jo 93uel e ||9s 9M "doys pue 213U JOYISIA
JaJeM UelIqUINYMJON SY3 Je Ul |ed ‘uoseas ay) Suung
‘wep 2y} JO SPU YInos pue yuou ay Je syled

Jed |euoseas ay) wouly pue dew ay) uo paysiysiy
s20e|d £y ay) Jo Aue woJj JIoAJaS2I AU} 2J0|dXT

‘(mojaq Aay] 935) punodJ Jeak
]|le uado aJe SJaY)0 ‘|eUOSeas e AWOS YSIA JnoA

Juamiag SulIanodSIq

{31 938 NOA JT mOowy SN 19]
9B 'SIBIA MdJ B 10J 919
WIS UIQ 10U SeY I] 95103
pue wooiIq Jo s}00I Y3
uo d31sered e st ydrym juerd
o1kl B ST 9deIwoolq 191eaIn '$33q Auseyjos
i LN, : £Q opew s9joy ||ews snoJownu 93s
[I™ noA ped au an0qe Sueq Auuns auy
uo 108 SUlIQUINID 3y Je AJ2so[d 4oo| NOK J|

- W

“Jaqwa)das 0} Yyose woJy skep wJiem
UO SWJOM MO[S JO} JNO 007 "s3|day
Joy jenqey Supiseq [eap! ue sapirosd
adojs Suioey YInos sy ‘SJ9jIuod Yim

pajueld Ajsnoinaid puejyieay jo ease uy

yieay Aspjuos) @

3
2
]
)
2
<
s
o
=
20
o
15
5
S
ol
2
g
L
S
©

d ed Je puepny
ed sed [E sed Jed El 1ol

Kofus noA djay 0} asay sanijioey jo a8ues e ase asay| 69V ¥ 23puquo) 0}

© Eric Dale

‘Mmouy| sn 391 aseard
QU0 99s noA JJ “3uof (wdg) 1 INoqe
$9[399q 931e] AI9A 918 AV, "I[IAI9I] SII
9391dwod 03 s99q Areirfos jo d[ay a3
PpUE SBaIE YDLI-I9MO[J SPIau I] 9[399q
110 39[O0TA 913 93 JYITW NOA YINT YIM

wueq ||

eH [[]ompay B
___.___zﬁz\\am
I ©

s

q3ed a3 aaoqe

sado[s J9LIp 9Y) UO Xe[J
A1rej se yons syuerd Sunjoor
9]BJI[p puly IYSTur nox

"pUNOJ 2J9M SENPIAIPUI 6| (0007 UI) 1UN0J 1S3)e| 2y} 1e pue syueg ‘doays Aeog Apsey yum Suizess

JOppY Se UMouy| 2q 0) pasn eaJte ayj| “sJoppe Jo} 20ejd pooS e siy) jew djay pue uadeJq ay) SumNd Aq puejyieay siy) wiejoal o) Aemsapun
[1€ ||H MOd Ul Jaqu U9jje} pue UaxoeIq ‘Jayieay aJnjew ‘s|los Apues ay| SIHOM INQ “‘U0BIQ 3Y) Yjeauaq Jno papeys mou ase Auaqjiq pue
Japum ay) Ut ygnouy) Suissed spaiq 1qss01o Jo Aued e sdeysad Jo [ounbs JOUIERY BYL “1eay PIO UE 30UO SEM LIy 2dofs siLp Jono e} 0}
paJ €0ds AJisea JySiw noA yJed sy punolins yaiym suonejueld JajIuod ) uj Paue)s ufoesq paddols 3uizes3 pue ing sem JIOAIIS3I Ay USYM
‘80q o) U1 SLIQaP APOOM UO SUDjSEq U3S 9q SAWNILIOS UBD SPJezl| UOWWOD) ey [IH mod @

"JS2U9)U] JLNUIIDS [e199dS Jo AYIS e se pajeudisap ‘Sog ||IH MOd SI SJIW 3SAY)

J01593Je| 9] ‘Jopoydse Soq pue deojnys Jassa| || syueld [ensnun poddns
: A3y J10AJ9S3J B} SpJemo} 2dojs By} UMOP AIMO|S MO} UIUM SAUIL [BJOADS
sialem uof @ AQ passoud puejpoom pue puejyieay Jo eale a3Je| e suleuod dued Aunod ay|

1 =1 >lued Anuno) [jiH mod

‘TITH MOd € YDBqIUI0D B [BUI [[IM
‘A119q[1q U0 9AT] sIe[[IdIaied asoym ‘A7J193Inq
eaIIsIrey UaaI3 93 Jey) Surdoy aIe apn

&QE\%::EE 0) » adoyueys ¥
Sjul] 9040 peo-Ho a _ adoyiooy o
! -,

© www.northeastwildlife.co.uk

‘€102 "§S067000 LV 10UN0) Auno) weying
puejyoue|g 0 “pansasas sySu |1y WSuAdoD umos) @ dey

Ul 91949 peoJ-Jo

JOO apispny
70

3IN°00°3JI|p|IMISEILIOUMMM

ed Anuno) |jiH mod B

Lm

Keg
b B\ foPUODT
R \.\.«)/ / 7 =S “BaI® STY] UI 99s JYSTW
\

NOoA $329SUI [NJINOJOD dIOW
pue 1981e] 93 JO 9uo Isn[
ST A[J[osurep pafrel-oniq Ay,

"SWJIOM MOJS pue symau ‘s30J) ‘speo) Joy sayis Suneusaqy apinosd
s9id 50| pang-j|eH JaWWIMS3OBq PUBOOW 22Je9s ay) Sulpnjoul
$9)eJqalaAUl Yiim SUlwaa) pue plo SJeak G| mou ale spuod ay) Jo
V weyxaH 0} aWos "sajesqapanul pue sueiqiydwe Joy sayis Suipaaiq apirosd oy

3np U93q dAeY SPUOJ "9AJISAJ UNJeU € Se PJeuSISaP dUe JIoAISIY
9} JO PUD UJSISIM DU} Je JOJem pue SPUB|poOM ‘Spue|ssess ay |

E1(d] = ySneH sypue)

‘deoxem 1911e2S 93

. cm:o_.m> vowios 2 ST Speay II97} MOUS JeT[] § ‘PUNOI IBIA [[B I9Jem
PUE J9OMSMOPESLL 1JOMPUNOM ,m 13uny jo saads a3 Suowy 5 93 uo 1ySIs dA1IORINIE
ysJew se yons sqJay 1snqoJ ‘|jey Aq 6 E .
. : UB 1B $9IIS PISAId 1BIID
pajeuiwop si yied ay} Jo apis aJoys [lem wep 3y} uo
9} Jeau Mopeaw Jam Jo ease a8Je| v 3UIpPN|OUI JIOAJSJ Y} PUNOJE 2JIYMIS|d sa|dwexa poo3 Jayjo ‘puel3u3 1se3 Yo Ul
‘pueysses3 dwep ayy ul moJ3 a8pas 2WOS aJe 2JaY] )N Y Ul 2Jes mou aJe [3uny deaxem Jo $9103ds Au0j09 |In8 uowwo? 1s33e] 3y} 3UI93S JO ddURYD POOT € dABY NOA JAJUIM
JO $2192dS 2Al} 15€9] 1V Sa3pas pue [EJOADS Y)IM SPUE|SSEJD) “UWNNe oy} Ul 913y sseJ3 Joys ay) Ay U] "pasinbay s131S0dap / *23U3D JONSIA JAJeA UBLIQUINULION Y} WOJ)
SJOMO} JO ||y S1 2Jn)sed paueA siy| u1Ino puess uayo sdeaxem se umouy| 1uny puejssess |NJIN0J0D JO1SNJL AJPJIM Weyng 3y} woJy s|qejiee st apiy pJiq Siy) Joj Ay v
asmsed paiysiiN [0 1 = eaue ojuoid piaiysifi [ 2Py pig

JI[P|im Jo} upjo0]



